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Acknowledgement of country

The Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the traditional custodians of the lands, waterways and plains on which we live, work
and play. We extend our respect to Elders, both from the past and those who guide us today, and
we embrace this connection with all young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who we
work alongside of.

About YACWA

We are the peak non-government youth organisation in Western Australia. We operate primarily
as a human rights organisation that seeks to address the exclusion of young people in a rapidly
changing society. Our continued vision for Western Australia is one that celebrates and engages
young people in all aspects of the community. Our role is to strengthen the trust, cooperation,
collaboration; professionalism and voice of the non-government youth service sector to better
serve the young people of Western Australia.



Foreword

The Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia is proud to present our 2026-27 Pre-Budget Submission to
Government. This submission outlines twenty-one (21) recommendations based on consultation with young
people from diverse backgrounds and the sector that supports them in Western Australia.

Acknowledging wins

The Western Australian State Government has invested in a range of significant initiatives to support young
people in response to sector advocacy in recent years, including several important commitments made as
part of the 2025-26 State Budget (refer to YACWA'’s 2025-26 State Budget Analysis for the exhaustive list):

e $4.8 million in funding for Passages Youth Engagement Hub

e $10.5 million to boost funding for 16 Police and Community Youth Centres

e $65 million to establish the Infants, Children and Adolescent Taskforce

e $2.7 million for training out-of-home care providers to better support people experiencing family and
intimate partner violence

The 2026-27 State Budget represents an opportunity for Government to invest in WA’s young people.
YACWA is calling on Government to deliver a State Budget that centres the needs and wellbeing of
young people and the communities that support them by expanding supports across housing and
homelessness, mental health, family and intimate partner violence, and youth justice sector services.

By committing to implementing YACWA'’s 2026-27 State Budget recommendations, Government will
support a bold vision of a Western Australia in which all young people feel supported and empowered.

Our Vision

We believe in a Western Australia in which all young people are respected, valued and enabled to shape
the world they live in, supporting them to reach their greatest potential. The 20 recommendations in this
submission outline a pathway towards this vision based on the current needs young people and the youth
sector.

Priority 1: Invest in youth-specific housing and homelessness interventions to support young
people

1. Invest in essential accommodation models to support young people across the stages of
homelessness.

2. Strengthen prevention and early intervention initiatives.

3. Increase the capacity of the youth homelessness sector by funding for a Youth Advance to Zero
project.

Priority 2: Ensure all young people are safe and supported by investing in targeted, youth-specific
responses to family and intimate partner violence

4. Establish a youth-specific family and domestic violence One Stop Hub.

5. Commit to ongoing funding for peer-led sexual health and respectful relationship programs.
6. Build a FIVP ready workforce to support children and young people.

7. Fund an educational engagement support for young people impacted by FIPV.

Priority 3: Support the wellbeing of all young people by investing in trauma-informed mental health
responses and crisis prevention


https://www.yacwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/ATT00001.pdf

8. Establish a 24/7 youth mental health urgent care centre.
9. Expand schools’ psychosocial support frameworks to integrate youth workers in all WA schools.
10. Investin a peer-led harm-reduction school program.

Priority 4: Enable all young people to thrive in their communities by reforming the WA youth justice
system

11. Implement Social Reinvestment WA's Blueprint for a Better Future.

12. Expand the On Track to Thrive program.

13. Commit to ongoing funding for the In-Roads therapeutic court program.
14. Establish a youth co-responder team.

Priority 5: Create a safe and inclusive WA for all young people

15. Commit to ongoing funding for intersectional youth-led advocacy programs.

16. Co-design a grants program to help children and young people connect offline.

17. Strengthen WA's Inclusion Strategy with targeted early intervention initiatives to protect and support
LGBTQIA+ young people.

Priority 6: Empower regional young people and their communities by investing in place-based
social supports and incorporating their voices in decision making

18. Establish a WA Regional Advisory Board.

19. Fund high-tier community-based mental health supports for young people.

20. Expand investment in community-based and culturally secure sentencing alternatives for young
people.

21. Ensure adequate and targeted funding for services supporting vulnerable young people.



Priority 1: Invest in youth-specific housing and
homelessness interventions to support young people

Youth homelessness is at a crisis point, fuelled by a lack of affordable and social housing, economic
pressures and the rising cost of living, overwhelmed child protection systems, and adult-oriented
homelessness services.

¢ On average, 69 young people were competing for just 1.8 available crisis beds in total
(including adult beds)'

e It's estimated that every six days, one young person experiencing homelessness passes
away?

e 75% of people who are homeless as adults were first homeless before the age of 25°

e 63% of young people do not request repairs or maintenance of rental in fear of eviction*

e Last year, young people had the highest unmet need from WA'’s specialist homelessness services
system, representing 30% of all ‘unassisted requests’ for services®

We heard from young people and youth workers that WA’s homelessness system is at capacity,
significantly impacting young people’s wellbeing and inflicting emotional and psychological strain on
frontline workers supporting young people.

“I don’t want to do any more of these referrals. | can’t deal with the feeling of rejection. | get my hopes up
for nothing and left feeling not good enough.” (young person)

“l feel powerless to provide adequate intervention when a young person is in desperate need of help and |
can foresee significant risks of further harm if I'm not able to provide an immediate accommodation option.”
(frontline worker)

“We're finding that the homelessness journey usually starts with the young person. The people we see at
our [adult] service were originally the young people we saw years ago.” (sector worker)

" Child and Youth Homelessness Project. (2025). Pre Budget Submission 2026-27: Ending Child
and Youth Homelessness in WA.

2 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2025). People receiving specialist homelessness services support in the
last year of life. Retrieved from https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/people-receiving-shs-
support-last-year-of-life
3Scutella, R., Johnson, G., Moschion, J., Tseng, Y.-P., & Wooden, M. (2012). Journeys Home

Research Report No. 1 Wave 1 Findings. Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research.

https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/ _data/assets/pdf file/0007/2202838/Scutella_et al Journeys H

ome Research Report W1.pdf

4 Martin, C., Hartley, C., & Pawson, H. (2025). Rights at risk: rising rents and repercussions. The
experience of renting in Australia. Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS) and UNSW Sydney.
https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Rights-at-risk_rising-rents-and-
repercussions 3.pdf

¢ Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2025). Specialist homelessness services annual report 2023—
24. Retrieved from https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-
services-annual-report
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Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with
Government Strategies

Invest in essential
accommodation models
to support young people
across the stages of
homelessness, including:
o Co-design a High
Fidelity Housing First
for Youth model
(HF4Y) for young
people experiencing
homelessness and
complex challenges.

e DevelopaTom
Fisher for Youth
respite service to
meet the urgent
demand for youth-
specific crisis beds.

e Commit to a pipeline
of 3 more Youth
Foyers (Albany,
Bayswater and
Broome) unlocking
positive housing,
employment and
education outcomes
for more than 1800
young people,
including up to 900
First Nations young
people, over the next
decade.

e Reform WA’s social
housing investments
to adopt Shelter WA’s
evidence-based
housing reforms to
reach 5000 new
social and affordable
homes per year.

Many young people
experiencing
homelessness cannot
receive support from
WA's service system,
with services at capacity
due to resourcing or
restrictive eligibility
criteria. Without support
or access to appropriate
accommodations, young
people are falling through
the gaps and are at risk
of chronic or prolonged
homelessness.

By investing in a variety
of essential youth
accommodation models,
young people can be
accommodated quickly
and receive
developmentally-
appropriate support,
ensuring their
experiences of
homelessness are brief,
rare, and once-off.

All Paths Lead to a Home
WA 10 Year
Homelessness Strategy
Outcome 2: “Providing
safe, secure and stable
homes,” (page 30);
Outcome 2 Priority Action
1: “Embed a Housing
First approach in the
homelessness response
team,” (page 30);

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Action 1:
“‘Develop and implement
targeted, culturally and
trauma-informed
responses to meet the
priority needs of at risk
young people,” (page 10);
WA Youth Action Plan
2024-2027 Action 4.2:
“Supporting affordable
housing options,” (page
48);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
9: “Aboriginal people
secure appropriate,
affordable housing that is
aligned with their
priorities and need,”
(page 86).

Strengthen prevention
and early intervention
initiatives

With the high percentage
of people who are
currently homeless
having their first

These initiatives can
prevent young people
from experiencing
housing precarity or

All Paths Lead to a Home
WA 10 Year
Homelessness Strategy
Outcome 3 Priority Action
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e Fund overnight Safe
Space services to
support young people
avoid system
engagement.

e Resource further
reforms to abolish no
grounds evictions
under the Residential
Tenancies Act 1987
(WA) through the
Department of Local
Government, Industry
Regulation and
Safety, enabling all
young people to have
stable and secure
tenancies.

experience of
homelessness as a
young person, it is vital
for the WA Government
to introduce initiatives to
prevent young people
from experiencing
homelessness and to
intervene as early as
possible before crises
escalate.

homelessness, while
reducing the likelihood of
engaging with WA’s
service systems (e.qg.
justice, child protection,
emergency departments),
improving their long-term
success and wellbeing.

There will be significant
cost savings to the WA
state government as a
result on these initiatives.

1: “Develop tailored
responses for vulnerable
cohorts at risk of
homelessness,” (page
36);

Outcome 3 Priority Action
3, “Develop social
reinvestment initiatives
that recognise the value
of diverting someone
from a life of
homelessness,” (page
36);

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Outcome 2: “At
risk young people can
access early, timely and
targeted interventions to
address their priority
needs and transition
positively into adulthood,”
(page 10);

WA Youth Action Plan
2024-2027 Action 4.3:
“Supporting the rights of
young renters,” (page
48).

Increase the capacity of
the youth homelessness
sector by funding a
Youth Zero Project
through the WA Alliance
to End Homelessness.

Current data-capturing
practices fail to
accurately capture the
nuances of youth
homelessness, causing
young people to be
inaccurately
underrepresented in
WA’s homelessness
data. Without sufficient
data, the Government’s
efforts cannot address
the needs of young
people experiencing
homelessness.

Funding A Youth Zero
Project will provide
backbone support to the
advocacy and data
capturing efforts of the
youth homelessness
sector, ensuring a
synchronised service
response across WA.

All Paths Lead to a Home
WA 10 Year
Homelessness Strategy
Outcome 4 Priority Action
1: “Enable connected,
coordinated and
collaborative responses
to homelessness that put
people at the centre,”
(page 42);

Outcome 4 Priority Action
4: “Improve collection,
sharing and use of data
information and
intelligence,” (page 42).




Priority 2: Ensure all young people are safe and
supported by investing in targeted, youth-specific
responses to family and intimate partner violence

Children and young people are particularly vulnerable to family and intimate partner violence (FIPV), as
being both directly involved and witnessing violence can have severe, long-lasting impacts on young
people’s physical and mental health, school performance, employment, and relationships.®

e 40.2% of young Australians (16-24) have experienced abuse. Of these, over 25% have
experienced more than three types of abuse’

¢ Roughly 70% of young people didn’t have an informative or positive sexual health education
experience in school®

¢ Young people impacted by FIPV were twice more likely to have poor school attendance and/or
be suspended from school than peers not impacted®

During our consultations, young people shared how FIPV had impacted their lives, and how many felt that
they didn’t have adequate support from their community or the adults in their life. This sentiment was
echoed by youth workers, who were supporting young people impacted by FIPV, despite feeling
unequipped to do so, due to the lack of specialist services available.

“One of the hardest things to do in school was talking to a trusted adult.” (young person)

“We’ve seen a huge increase of young people at our services impacted by FDV, but as a sector we’re not
very well equipped to support young people with FDV.” (sector worker)

“Everyone knows a red flag and that it's wrong, they don’t know what to do once it starts. What do | do now,
where do | get help and go from here?” (young person)

“When | was experiencing [FIPV], they put me in a lower class and thought | was struggling with the content
when | wasn’t. It makes you feel segregated and punished for what | was going through, which is awful
when school is your escape.” (young person)

®Haslam D, Mathews B, Pacella R, Scott JG, Finkelhor D, Higgins DJ, Meinck F, Erskine HE,
Thomas HJ, Lawrence D, Malacova E. (2023). The prevalence and impact of child maltreatment in
Australia: Findings from the Australian Child Maltreatment Study: Brief Report. Australian Child
Maltreatment Study, Queensland University of Technology. https://www.acms.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/3846.1 ACMS A4Report C1 Digital-Near-final.pdf

7Haslam D, Mathews B, Pacella R, Scott JG, Finkelhor D, Higgins DJ, Meinck F, Erskine HE,
Thomas HJ, Lawrence D, Malacova E. (2023). The prevalence and impact of child maltreatment in
Australia: Findings from the Australian Child Maltreatment Study: Brief Report. Australian Child
Maltreatment Study, Queensland University of Technology. https://www.acms.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/3846.1 ACMS A4Report C1 Digital-Near-final.pdf

¢ YEP Project. (2025, April 30). 2024 Youth Annual Survey. The YEP Project .
https://theyepproject.org.au/2025/04/30/2024-youth-annual-survey/

°Orr, C., Fisher, C., Bell, M., O’'Donnell, M., Martin, K., Glauert, R., & Preen, D. (2022). Exposure to family
and domestic violence is associated with lower attendance and higher suspension in school
children. Child Abuse & Neglect, 142(1), 105594. htips://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105594
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Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with
Government Strategies

Establish a youth-specific
One Stop Hub, providing
counselling, advocacy
and tailored support for
children and young
people impacted by FIPV.

Young people need to be
respected as victim-
survivors in their own
right, and require
dedicated services that
are tailored to their
developmental needs.

A youth-specific One
Stop Hub will make it
easier for children and
young people impacted
by FIPV to access
specialist support.

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 3
Priority Outcome 3: “At
risk young people can
access trauma-informed,
effective services that
have capacity to respond
to their diverse needs,”
(page 11);

Path to Safety: Western
Australia’s Strategy to
Reduce Family and
Domestic Violence 2020-
2030 Focus Area 2:
“Ensure victims have
immediate, early and
ongoing access to safety
and are supported to
recover,” (page 34);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
13: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
families and households
are safe,” (page 111).

Commit to ongoing
funding for the Youth
Educating Peer (YEP)
and All It Takes (AIT)
programs to deliver
trusted, peer-led
education in sexual
health, emotional
wellbeing, and respectful
relationships.

Sexual health and
respectful relationships
education is vital to WA’s
prevention of FIPV, and
peer delivered programs
have shown to be more
effective than traditional
programs.

Young people receive
sexual health education
that caters to their needs,
strengthening WA'’s
approach to preventing
FIPV.

Path to Safety: Western
Australia’s Strategy to
Reduce Family and
Domestic Violence 2020-
2030 Focus Area 3:
“Support and implement
primary prevention
programs across settings
and cohorts” (page 42);
WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
17: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people have access to
information and services
enabling participation in
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informed decision-making
regarding their own lives,”
(page 139).

Invest in upskilling
frontline workers to
recognise and respond to
the needs of children and
young people impacted
by FIPV using trauma-
informed practices.

Young people reported
that the adults in their life
weren’t equipped to
support them when
experiencing FIPV, often
leading to a sense of
hopelessness or causing
situations to escalate.
Similarly, youth workers
shared that they didn’t
feel equipped to help the
increasing number of
young people they were
supporting who had
experienced FIPV.

Youth workers will be
able to better help
children and young
people impacted by
FIPV, allowing them to
access crucial supports.

Path to Safety: Western
Australia’s Strategy to
Reduce Family and
Domestic Violence 2020-
2030 Focus Area 4:
“Build specialist and
mainstream workforce
capability to identify and
respond effectively to
family and domestic
violence,” (page 46).

Fund an educational
engagement support
program to help young

people impacted by FIPV.

FIPV can have
detrimental impacts on
young people’s learning
and can lead to long-term
educational
disadvantage.

Young people will receive
the necessary supports
to continue engaging with
their education, helping
them on their pathways
to future success.

Path to Safety: Western
Australia’s Strategy to
Reduce Family and
Domestic Violence 2020-
2030 Focus Area 2:
“Support the long-term
recovery and wellbeing of
children who have
experienced family and
domestic violence,” (page
34);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Part 2
Outcome 5: “Aboriginal
students achieve their full
learning potential,” (page
62);

Outcome 7: “Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
youth are engaged in
employment or
education,” (page 73).
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Priority 3: Support the wellbeing of all young people
by investing in trauma-informed mental health
responses and crisis prevention.

Mental health supports for young people are vital to WA'’s early intervention and prevention efforts,
reducing the strain on acute services by ensuring young people have access to a variety of tailored
supports. Despite the Government’s recent investments, young people are still struggling to access
essential mental health supports.

o Suicide is the leading cause of death for young people in Western Australia, representing 36.5% of
total deaths for this age group™®

o Despite making up 25% of the WA population, only 8% of all mental health funding goes to
services for infants, children and adolescents’

e 25-50% of adult mental ill-health could be prevented with effective interventions during youth'?

¢ Young people aged 16-24 years had the highest rates of 12-month substance use disorders
(8%) compared with other age groups. '3

Young people shared their stories of navigating the mental health system, reporting excessive wait times,
inaccessible supports, and a lack of education defining their experiences. This led to many young people
struggling to reach out for support during points of mental health crisis. Without adequate support, young
people reported engaging in behaviours that compromised their health and wellbeing as a coping
mechanism. They shared how resources weren'’t effective in teaching them or their peers about alcohol and
other drugs (AOD), and that interventions failed to address the underlying mental health challenges leading
to these behaviours.

"It would’ve been helpful to have someone to talk to who would listen, because nobody was listening. My
family weren't listening.” (Young person)

"We've had young people who are told to wait 10 hours in wait rooms when suicidal, so they just left."”
(sector worker)

“When you're fighting addiction while learning about it at school, they should teach you about what help is
available and that you’re not a burden, because | was just thinking ‘what if I'm already in it?”” (young
person)

' Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2023). Causes of Death, Australia. ABS.
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/causes-death/causes-death-australia/2023.

" Mental Health Commission. (2022). Final Report — Ministerial Taskforce into Public Mental Health
Services for Infants, Children and Adolescents aged 0-18 years in WA. Government of Western Australia.
https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/awcontent/\WWeb/Documents/ICA%20documents/ica-taskforce-final-report-2022-

final-Ir.pdf

2 Mental Health Commission. (2022). Final Report — Ministerial Taskforce into Public Mental Health
Services for Infants, Children and Adolescents aged 0-18 years in WA. Government of Western Australia.
https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/awcontent/\WWeb/Documents/ICA%20documents/ica-taskforce-final-report-2022-
final-Ir.pdf

3 Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2020-2022). National Study of Mental Health and Wellbeing. ABS.
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/mental-health/national-study-mental-health-and-wellbeing/latest-
release.
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Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with
Government Strategies

Establish a 24/7 youth
mental health urgent care
hub to assist young
people experiencing
mental health crisis.

During our consultations,
young people shared
waiting more than 48
hours in emergency
departments for mental
health supports, which
reflected the experiences
of WA’s broader cohort of
young people.

Youth-specific urgent
care alternatives will
alleviate the strain on
emergency response
services while providing
young people with a
supportive environment
and promoting faster
recovery.

Mental Health and
Alcohol and Other Drugs
Strategy 2025-2030
(proposed) Priority 1
Focus Area 3:
“Preventing and
Reducing suicide and
reducing suicidal
destress,” (page 9);
Priority 3 Focus Are 9:
“Improving immediate
access and response to
people in crisis,”;
Community Treatment,
Support, and Emergency
Response Project Report
Reform Direction 3:
“Establish more
seamless, safe, and
effective non-ED crisis
responses,” (page 2);
WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
14: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people enjoy high levels
of social and emotional
wellbeing,” (page 115);
Public Consultation: Draft
Western Australian
Suicide Prevention
Framework 2026-2031
Table 10: “Safe space
services across Western
Australia to provide
alternatives to emergency
departments when
experiencing distress,
including for young
people,” (page 54).

Expand schools’
psychosocial support

Current school-based
supports have struggled

Youth workers will better
support young people

Mental Health and
Alcohol and Other Drugs
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frameworks by funding
youth workers in every
school to provide
wraparound support for
young people and their
families.

to respond to the influx of
demand from young
people and their families,
leading to school
disengagement and long-
term educational
disadvantage.

and their families during
periods of crises,
ensuring they can
continue to thrive in
learning environments.

Strategy 2025-2030
(proposed) Priority 1
Focus Area 2: “Improving
and maintaining mental
health and wellbeing,”
(page 9);

Priority 2 Focus Area 5:
“Strengthening individual
and group psychosocial
supports for those in
need,”;

Better and Fairer Schools
Agreement;

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
14: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people enjoy high levels
of social and emotional
wellbeing,” (page 115).

Introduce peer-led harm
reduction programs in
schools to support young
people who are
navigating AOD use.

Young people shared that
current educational
approaches to AOD rely
heavily on abstinence
and fail to teach young
people practical ways to
support themselves and
their loved ones.

Young people across WA
will have the knowledge
and resources they need
to keep themselves and
others safe, improving
WA’s AOD prevention
and early intervention.

Mental Health and
Alcohol and Other Drugs
Strategy 2025-2030
(proposed) Priority 1
Focus Area 1:
“Preventing and reducing
alcohol and other drugs
use and related harms,”
(page 9);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
14: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people enjoy high levels
of social and emotional
wellbeing,” (page 115).
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Priority 4: Enable all young people to thrive in their
communities by reforming the WA youth justice

system.

While recent investment into community-based intervention and prevention initiatives marks a positive shift,
the Government must commit to further reforming the WA youth justice system to ensure all children and
young people can thrive in their communities. Young people need developmentally appropriate, trauma
informed, and culturally safe judicial alternatives to support them to (TDK)

compared to the rest of Australia’s states and territories'

59.7% of young people in detention in WA were unsentenced'®

WA has the second highest proportion of young people ages 10-17 in youth detention facilities,

*  The return rate of children to detention for 2024-25 was 59.4%, increasing by 12% from the

previous year'®

We know that a majority (65%) of Australians believe that the public money spent on incarcerating children
would be better spent on social services.!” This sentiment was echoed by young people and youth workers,
who expressed the urgency of WA'’s youth justice crisis.

“I know someone in Unit 18 at the moment, and they’re doing it pretty tough. Self harm and suicide rates
are high, there’s not enough staff, everything’s just stacking up. It’s just smart to shut it.” (young person)

“For most people | know, they want the age raised. It’s a really big issue and nothing is being done.” (young

person)

“It’s time for the youth justice system to be reformed. It is abhorrent that children and young people are
being locked up when there are likely underlying issues that the government needs to address.” (sector

worker)

Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with
Government Strategies

Transform WA'’s youth
justice system by
implementing Social
Reinvestment WA’s

WA'’s youth justice
system is continuing to
harm children and young
people, with preventable
tragedies and systemic

SRWA'’s Blueprint for a
Better Future offers a
clear, evidence-based
path forward, prioritising
young people’s safety,

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Action 1:
“‘Develop and implement
targeted, culturally and

# Sentencing Advisory Council. (2023, June 29). Young People in Detention | Sentencing Council.

Www.sentencingcouncil.vic.gov.au. https://www.sentencingcouncil.vic.gov.au/sentencing-
statistics/young-people-in-detention
s Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2025). Youth justice in Australia 2023—24. Retrieved from
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/youth-justice/youth-justice-in-australia-2023-24

'® Government of Western Australia. (2025). WA State Budget 2025-26 Budget Paper No. 2 Budget
Statements Volume 2. https://www.ourstatebudget.wa.gov.au/2025-26/budget-papers/bp2/2025-26-wa-
state-budget-bp2-vol2.pdf

7 Trevitt, S. Browne, B. (2020). Raising the age of criminal responsibility. The Australia Institute,
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/P952-Raising-the-age-of-criminal-
responsibility-Web.pdf
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(SRWA) Blueprint for a

Better Future by:

¢ Immediately Closing
Unit 18 and investing
in place-based
community initiatives;

e Fully implementing
the promised
therapeutic model of
care to meet young
people’s social,
emotional, and
cultural needs; and

e Reforming the Young
Offenders Act (1994)
so that no children
(young people under
18 years) in WA end
up in prison.

failures demanding
urgent and transformative
change.

healing, and wellbeing.
These reforms will create
safer, more supportive
environments where
children and young
people can thrive,
strengthening
communities across WA.

trauma-informed
responses to meet the
priority needs of at risk
young people,” (page 10);
WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
11: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait young
people are not
overrepresented in the
criminal justice system,”
(page 107).

Expand On Track to
Thrive by partnering with
local community
organisations to
additional sites and
extend eligibility to young
people aged 10-14,
enabling earlier
intervention for those at
risk of justice system
involvement.

The WA Government’s
On Track to Thrive
program is a crucial
initiative for diverting
young people from
engaging in the youth
justice system, improving
outcomes for at risk
young people and their
communities.

By partnering with
community organisations,
On Track to Thrive can
expand its delivery sites
and extend eligibility to
improve WA’s
preventative approach to
ensure more young
people are connected to
their communities and
support networks.

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Action 1:
“‘Develop and implement
targeted, culturally and
trauma-informed
responses to meet the
priority needs of at risk
young people,” (page 10).

Secure permanent
funding for the In-Roads
therapeutic court program
to provide vulnerable
children with safe,
tailored support.

Young people require
culturally and
developmentally-
appropriate supports
throughout their
engagement with the
youth justice system.

The trauma-informed
supports provided
through the In-Roads
therapeutic court are
essential to children and
young people’s recovery.
These supports can
improve outcomes for
young people by reducing
rates of recidivism.

Corrective Services
Strategic Plan 2025-2030
Priority 2 Focus 1:
“Transform custodial and
community environments
to provide rehabilitation
activities that reduce
recidivism and support
better outcomes,” (page
23).

Establish a Youth Co-
Responder Team by
integrating youth workers
with frontline police to
provide rapid,
developmentally
appropriate support and
divert at-risk young

WA'’s punitive youth
justice response does not
acknowledge the unique
challenges young people
face, thus failing to
address the underlying
causes for offending.

Establishing a Youth Co-
Responder team will
better equip WA'’s youth
justice sector with
responding to the needs
of young people,
reducing their

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Action 1:
“Develop and implement
targeted, culturally and
trauma-informed
responses to meet the
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people from the justice engagement with the priority needs of at risk
system. justice system. young people,” (page 10).

Priority 5: Create a safe and inclusive WA for all young
people.

The intersectional experiences of young people

Effective government policies must reflect the needs of children and young people to support the
development of all young people across WA. However, the exclusion of young people’s voices from civic
engagement creates difficulties in representing their needs in government decision-making. Participating in
civic processes can be even more challenging for young people from diverse backgrounds and
communities and backgrounds, who may face further systemic and sociocultural barriers that hinder their
engagement. Without the voices of young people, government policies and strategies cannot adequately
enable young people to live, learn, and grow in safe and supportive environments. This can lead to young
people feeling isolated from decision-making, and their wider communities, as they lose hope that their
voice matters.

* Only 17% of young people in Western Australia felt they had the opportunity to give insight into
their local council or electorate'®

e 56.8% of students from years 7 to 12 who identified outside of the gender binary reported
significantly lower life satisfaction than their peers'®

o Only one third of LGBTQIA+ students felt their school environment was fully safe or inclusive?

"I wish we had more power. And the government would take us more seriously. My biggest hope for the
future of YHAC would be that we aren't forgotten; all the impacts we've made isn't lost.” (young person,
UWA YHAC evaluation)

“I did not feel comfortable being out in high school, and the bullying culture actively discouraged students
from exploring their identity.” (young person, State of Play Il Report)

Our recommendations

Alignment with

What we need Why we need it Impacts Government Strategies

®Collin, P., & Mccormack, J. (2020). YOUNG PEOPLE AND DEMOCRACY: A REVIEW A Whitlam
Institute “Future of Australian Democracy - Young People and Democracy” Research Project.
https://doi.org/10.26183/ybvv-2t95

'* Commissioner for Children and Young People WA. (2023). 'l just want to feel equal to others’: hearing
from trans and gender diverse children and young people in WA.

2 Glance, C., Henderson-Watkins, C., Bruce-Truglio, S., Maximo, A., & Sorenson, H. (2024). State of Play
Report Il LGBTQIA+ Young People’s Experiences of High School. Youth Pride Network.
https://youthpridenetwork.net/wp-content/uploads/state-of-art-report-2.pdf
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Commit to sustainable
funding for youth-led
advocacy groups,
including the Youth Pride
Network (YPN), the
Youth Homelessness
Advisory Council (YHAC),
and the Multicultural
Youth Advocacy Network
of WA (MYANWA), to
ensure that young
people’s diverse voices
and experiences shape
government policy and
systemic reform.

Young people from
diverse backgrounds and
communities face
additional barriers to
government participation
in comparison to their
peers.

Government decision-
making and community
efforts can reflect the
unique needs of young
people, recognising the
expertise and needs of
diverse cohorts of young
people.

WA Youth Action Plan
2024-2027 Action 1.2:
“Supporting Youth
Advisory Councils,” (page
18);

Action 1.6: “More
opportunities for school
students to have a say,”
(page 18);

Action 1,10: “Listening to
young people,” (page 19);
Action 1.12: “Supporting
young people’s voices,”
(page 19);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Strategic
Element 2: “Building
Aboriginal empowerment
into how we work,” (page
25).

Strengthen WA'’s
LGBTQIA+ Inclusion
Strategy with targeted
early intervention
initiatives for young
people vulnerable to
discrimination, including:

e Expanding peer
support programs to
foster belonging and
reduce social
isolation;

e Developing gender-
affirming healthcare
training for medical
professionals across
WA; and

e Resourcing the
Department of
Education to
implement
enforceable anti-
discrimination and
wellbeing policies that

LGBTQIA+ young people
face unique challenges,
especially with the rise of
international hostility
towards the community.
All young people in WA
deserve to live in safe,
supportive and inclusive
communities.

Targeted initiatives for
LGBTQIA+ young people
protects them against the
potential harms of
systemic discrimination,
including access to safe
accommodation,
healthcare, education,
and employment.

WA Youth Action Plan
2024-2027 Action 6.5:
“Making hospitals more
inclusive for LGBTQIA+
young people,” (page 63);
Action 6.8: “New
LGBTQIA+ inclusion
strategy to promote
equality,” (page 63);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
14: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people enjoy high levels
of social and emotional
wellbeing,” (page 121).
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explicitly protect
LGBTQIA+ young
people.

E-Safety and connection for children and young people

The social media ban for young people under the age of 16 poses a serious threat to children and young
people’s wellbeing and safety by restricting their access to information, resources and support networks.
The ban will particularly impact young people from regional or rural communities and LGBTQIA+ young
people, who may rely on social media to find community and connect with other young people.?!

e 93% of children and young people use the internet to chat with friends??
e 9in 10 teens sought to build positive relationships online?
e 73% of young people use social media for mental health support®*

Throughout our consultations, young people shared that social media has a vital role in connecting them
with support services, educational resources, and other young people. Young people expressed that
without access to social media, many young people would lose access to their communities. This concern
was shared amongst the sector, as many services rely on social media and technology to communicate
with young people, advertise their services and inform young people on important issues.

“So many of our supports young people access are through social media. Our peer groups, etc.” (regional
sector worker)

“Young people are emphatically and immensely against the social media ban. | think that Australia is the
most considerate of nations that are trying this and are still immensely lacking in effectiveness for their
goal” (young person)

21 Australian Youth Affairs Coalition. (2024). The Inquiry into the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Bill 2024 [Provisions].
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60948b9e3847ee0caf0e2dd4/t/6746679446e79145453385e€3/17326

67285562/AYAC+submission+-+Social+tmedia+minimum+age+bill+FINAL+2024-11-22.pdf

2 eSafety Commissioner. (2021). The Digital Lives of Aussie Teens. Australian Government.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021 -
02/The%20digital%20lives%200f%20Aussie %20teens.pdf

2 eSafety Commissioner. (2021). The Digital Lives of Aussie Teens. Australian Government.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-
02/The%20digital%20lives%200f%20Aussie %20teens.pdf

24 Chaudhary, C., Garrido, S., Tayeb, R., Christidis, R., Chiang, S., Wilcox, K., & Macken, L. (2024).
Harnessing the feed: Social media for mental health information and support. ReachOut Australia.
https://d1robvhmkdgpun.cloudfront.net/46e49639306f108e035212644ba15d45.pdf
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Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with Government
Strategies

Develop a co-designed
grants program to help
youth services engage
young people -
especially those most
impacted by the social
media ban, such as
regional and
LGBTQIA+ young
people - by fostering
connect and access to
trusted support
networks.

Social media is a crucial
source of information,
support and connection
for young people,
especially young people
living regionally or those
who identify as
LGBTQIA+. Without
access to social media,
many young people will
lose a sense of
connection and peer
support. Many youth
services do not have the
funding or resources to
partake in additional work
to address the unique
challenges young people
will face in the transition
away from social media.

Assisting youth
services through
additional funding and
resources will help
them adapt to new
methods of outreach
and communicating
with young people,
enabling them to
better support those
most impacted by the
ban. These grants will
also help young
people connect with
peers and services
offline through
targeted supports.

WA Youth Action Plan 2024-
2027 Action 5.10: “Funding
programs to improve health
and wellbeing,” (page 57);
Action 5.11: “Support for
health and mental health
projects and campaigns,”
(page 57);

Action 6.10: “Supporting
inclusion in community
programs,” (page 64);
Action 6.14: “Funding to
support inclusive, thriving
communities,” (page 65);
WA Government Closing the
Gap Implementation Plan
2023-2025 Outcome 17:
“Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people have access
to information and services
enabling participation in
informed decision-making
regarding their own lives,”
(page 145).
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Priority 6: Empower regional young people and their
communities by investing in place-based social
supports and incorporating their voices in decision

making.

Young people living in regional and remote communities face unique barriers in comparison to their peers
that require dedicated welfare provisions for their geographic location. Sector representatives and young
people in our consultations told us that they would like to be represented separately within our pre-budget

submission in order highlight their unique experiences.

o 48.7% of homelessness service clients are from regional WA, despite representing only 20.6%

of the population?®

e Almost a quarter (24%), or 156,000 children and young people, live in regional and remote

areas®®

e On an average day, young people aged 10-17 from remote areas were 6 times more likely to be
in detention than young people from metropolitan areas?’

Joining our consultations from across WA'’s regions, both young people and youth workers shared the
difficulties they faced either accessing or providing support. Young people shared how the lack of funding
for community-based supports led to exacerbated crises and further detrimental impacts, creating
generational disadvantage for regional youth. The insights from youth workers aligned with these
experiences, as they expressed the struggles they faced supporting young people without adequate

funding or staff retention.

“We unofficially blur the line sometimes [for young people experiencing complex mental health challenges],
because if they don’t see us, they’re on their own. It’s really difficult when you can’t access that support.”

(sector worker)

“It does feel like the energy to improve the regions just isn’t there, and that we are treated as a resource

extraction site.” (young person)

“This is something nobody hears about. Children are suffering, they are being bounced around the limited
services we have.” (sector worker)

Our recommendations

What we need

Why we need it

Impacts

Alignment with
Government Strategies

% Torre, G. (2025, August 4). Grim new stats reveal homelessness crisis in regional WA. National
Indigenous Times. https://nit.com.au/04-08-2025/19448/grim-new-statistics-reveal-homelessness-crisis-in-

regional-wa

% Commissioner for Children and Young People WA. (2025). Profile of Children and Young People in WA —
2025. https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/media/ycdpncie/profile-of-children-and-young-people-in-wa-2025-web-

ready.pdf

27 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2025). Youth justice in Australia 2023—-24. Retrieved from

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/youth-justice/youth-justice-in-australia-2023-24
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Establish a WA Regional
Advisory Board to embed
the voices of children,
young people and their
communities in WA’s
regional development,
reporting to the Minister
for Regional
Development to ensure a
whole-of-government
response.

The youth sector and
young people expressed
that investment into
regional supports is often
insufficient, with regional
development failing to
consider the
communities’ needs.

Establishing an advisory
board will improve the
communication and
relationship between
regional communities and
government, ensuring the
latter is accountable to
the financial and social
needs of all WA
communities.

WA Youth Action Plan
2024-2027 Action 1.6:
“More opportunities for
school students to have a
say,” (page 18);

Action 1,10: “Listening to
young people,” (page 19);
Action 1.12: “Supporting
young people’s voices,”
(page 19);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Strategic
Element 2: “Building
Aboriginal empowerment
into how we work,” (page

25).
Fund accessible, place- Young people in regional | Funding high-tier youth Mental Health and
based mental health areas experiencing mental health services Alcohol and Other Drugs

services for young people
in regional and remote
communities to address
complex needs and
reduce the strain on crisis
services.

complex mental health
challenges struggle with
finding support in their
communities, leading
local services to support
young people beyond
their funded
capacity/expertise or risk
turning young people
away during a point of
crisis.

will improve supports
available for young
people during crises or
complex challenges,
alleviating the strain on
local communities while
providing quality care to
vulnerable young people.

Strategy 2025-2030
(proposed) Priority 1
Focus Area 3:
“Preventing and reducing
suicide and suicidal
distress,” (page 9);
Priority 2 Focus Area 5:
“Strengthening individual
and group psychosocial
supports for those in
need,” (page 9);

Priority 3 Focus Area 9:
“Improving immediate
access and response to
people in crisis,” (page
9);

Priority 4 Focus Area 17:
“Facilitating access to
specialised statewide
mental health treatment
for people with complex
or co-occurring needs,”
(page 9);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
14: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
people enjoy high levels
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of social and emotional
wellbeing,” (page 115).

Expand investment in
community-based and
culturally secure
sentencing alternatives,
including On-Country
Camps, alternative
education, and AOD
treatment, to provide
developmentally
appropriate supports for
young people in regional
communities.

Young people living in
regional and remote
communities often don’t
have access to
community-based and
culturally secure
sentencing alternatives,
leading to more children
and young people in
detention without
adequate support.

Children and young
people can be supported
by their communities in
developmentally-
appropriate and culturally
secure ways, ensuring
youth across regional
communities have the
opportunities to thrive.

At Risk Youth Strategy
2022-2027 Focus Area 2
Priority Action 1:
“‘Develop and implement
targeted, culturally and
trauma-informed
responses to meet the
priority needs of at risk
young people,” (page 10);
Corrective Services
Strategic Plan 2025-2030
Priority 2 Focus 1:
“Transform custodial and
community environments
to provide rehabilitation
activities that reduce
recidivism and support
better outcomes,” (page
23);

Priority 2 Focus 2:
“Foster a strong culture of
rehabilitation by working
collectively and providing
integrated models of
care,” (page 23);

WA Government Closing
the Gap Implementation
Plan 2023-2025 Outcome
11: “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait young
people are not
overrepresented in the
criminal justice system,”
(page 107).

Ensure the At Risk Youth
recommissioning process
includes adequate
funding to support the
delivery of safe, culturally
inclusive services for
vulnerable young people,
with targeted investment
towards addressing the
higher delivery costs in
regional areas.

Organisations may
struggle to support young
people engaging with
their services during the
recommissioning
process. Regional-based
services are particularly
vulnerable to struggling,
with the limited
resourcing and funding
already stretching service
capacities.

Organisations will be able
to better support young
people engaging in their
services, allowing
vulnerable children and
young people across WA
to have access to safe,
culturally inclusive
services.

State Commissioning
Strategy for Community
Services Implementation
Plan 2024-26 Priority 4:
“Supporting a sustainable
system for
commissioning
community services,”
(page 5);

Priority 6: “Support
organisational change to
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facilitate commissioning,”
(page 5).
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